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Art Rejections: 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and thei prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Despotidis et al, U.S. pat. Appl . Pub. No. 
2003/0103377. 

Per claims 1-2 and 12, Despotidis discloses a method of 
adapting a user interface on a display of a network protocol 
configurator/tester having a visual network plan which is used 
for the configuration of the telecommunication task by a user 
( see page 1, par. 13 and page 5, par. 49 ) . The method also 
comprises the step of allowing the user to modify the visual 
network plan on the display device according to hardware and/or 
software existed in the system ( see page 3, par. 30 ) . 

Despotidis does not explicitly teach modifying the network 
plan in comparison to the basic network plan. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to recognize that any 
modification {to a plan) must be made on an existing (basic) 
plan. In other words, a modification to the plan is a change in 
comparison to the previous plan. 

Per claims 3-6, 8-9 and 11, Despotidis teaches storing data 
files associated with each network elements in a database where 
the data files would be used by the network protocol 
configurator/tester in response to user's input ( see page 5, 
par. 50 ) . Despotidis does not explicitly teach some data files 
being text files. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to recognize that some 
data associated with the network element such as description of 
a router would have been in text because it would have enabled 
the user to review the element. 

Per claims 7 and 10, Despotidis teaches allowing the user 
to modify the existing network plan on the display device, e.g., 
adding or deleting a node or a link ( see page 3, par. 30 ) . It 
would have been further obvious to one skilled in the art to 
recognize that some data files associated with certain network 
elements, e.g., link information, would have been generated or 
updated to reflect such changes. 
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Per claims 13-16, Despotidis also teaches using highlights 
or other visual indicators to indicate status of a link, e.g., 
selected link ( see page 2, par. 26 ) . 


Conclusion: 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Viet Vu 
whose telephone number is 571-272-3977. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:00am to 
4:00pm. The Group general information number is 571-272-2100. 
The Group fax number is 571-273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan Flynn, can be 
reached on 571-272-1915. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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